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Engineering Careers

Julie Templeton

Senior Civil Engineer & Assistant  
Commercial Manager, Atkins Limited, Belfast

Civil Engineers

What has been your educational 
route to this post?
I studied Maths, Science and Technology 
at GCSE and A-Level, before taking 
a Masters of Engineering degree in 
Environmental and Civil Engineering at 
Queen’s University, Belfast.  I joined 
Atkins for a summer work placement 
and then again after graduation on their 
graduate programme and have been with 
them ever since. 

Who or what most influenced your 
choice of degree/career?
My school teachers were very passionate 
about science and this led me to 
consider a career in science/engineering 
early in my school life.  I chose Civil 
Engineering, as I was able to make a 
tangible difference to the world around 
me.  I love nothing more than pointing 
out my work in the real world. 

Would you say that Civil Engineering 
represents a good career?  
Civil Engineering is a great career; 
there are an infinite number of routes 
to specialise within your particular 

interest.  This makes it possible to work 
easily all across the world and have 
the pay and benefits to go along with 
it.  Working locally, Civil Engineering still 
offers good salary packages and career 
advancement.  I have progressed from 
summer student to senior civil engineer 
with Atkins and have had the opportunity 
to work in various locations across  
the UK.

Also, given the significant projects and 
contracts that civil engineers work 
on, the ability to become a contract 
specialist exists.  In a contracting 
environment, this would be as a 
Contracts Manager.  In the consulting 
world, it would be in a role similar to 
mine as a Commercial Manager. 

How does Civil Engineering make the 
world a better place? What do you 
really like about your job?
My projects aim to improve the quality 
of rivers and plan for flooding – this has 
a wider impact of improving the local 
environment and educating people on 
managing flood risk.  I am immensely 
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proud of the river restoration I was 
involved in designing and constructing 
– fish have now been spotted using 
sections of the river they hadn’t used  
in decades. 

Having tangible objects and results from 
your job makes Civil Engineering unique; 
this is the thing I like best about my 
job.  My work in Civil Engineering also 
satisfies my own personal interest  
in the environment and sustainability.

Which professional institute do you 
belong to and what benefits does 
that offer you? 
Getting a degree in Civil Engineering  
is the first step to becoming a 
professional engineer with an 
engineering institution such as the 
Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE).   
I became an ICE student member  
while at university to connect to  
other civil engineers and attend local 
training events.  After graduation,  
I changed to graduate membership  
and signed up to a training agreement.  
This agreement, between the graduate  
and their employer, means you agree  
to work together to achieve the ICE 
Development Objectives for professional 
qualifications.  I continued to attend 
training and social events with other ICE 
members to help meet my objectives.  
I took my professional review with the 
ICE in 2010 and earned my Chartership.  
I am a full member of the Institution  
and considered a professionally  
qualified engineer.  

Since gaining Chartership, I have 
progressed into more senior roles in my 
company and recently was appointed 
Assistant Commercial Manager for my 
division, Water, Ground & Environment.  
In this role, I review bids, assist project 
teams on any problems with projects 
and interact with the senior staff in my 
organisation on commercial matters for 
the business.  I undertook the ICE’s Law 
and Contract Procedure training and 
examinations to further support my  
new role. 

Can you say anything about the future 
job prospects in your industry?  
Civil Engineering is still very much a male-
dominated industry, though more and 
more girls enter the profession every year. 
I think it is a great career and more girls 
should consider it.  There is always need 
for civil engineers, especially with aging 
infrastructure and the recent flooding 
experienced across the UK. The future 
job prospects are strong and given the 
number of positions reportedly needing 
filled across the UK, it looks like there will 
be a shortage of graduates over the next 
few years.

Also, I have found that there are 
significant opportunities for career 
advancement in the Civil Engineering 
profession.  The type of work and projects 
that you do can make you an expert in a 
particular area, or allow you to become a 
Project Manager, Commercial Manager or 
Business Manager.  




